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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This communication is in response to Applicant's Request for Continued 
Examination (RCE) and reconsideration filed on March 25, 2006. Claims 31-48 
are under prosecution in this application. 

Response to Applicant's amendment 

2. Applicants' amendment filed on March 25, 2006 have been fully 
considered, and discussed in the next section below or within the following 
rejections are not deemed to be persuasive. Applicants' request for allowance is 
respectfully denied. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claims 31-48 recites the limitation "... one of the water , . . There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claims. 

Claims 43-48 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Claim 43-48 are objected to because, it is in improper form. Any claim 
which is so worded that it, in fact, is not a proper claim, as for example it does not 
include every limitation of the claim on which it refers to or depends from, will be 
required to be canceled as not being a proper claim; and cancellation of any 
further claim depending on such a claim will be similarly required. The applicant 
may thereupon amend the claim to place it in proper format by adding the steps 



Application/Control Number: 09/923,31 1 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3624 

of the method claims, or may redraft it as an independent claim, upon payment of 
any necessary additional fee. See MPEP § 608.01 (n). Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
states and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 31-48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Katz (U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2002/0013767) A1 . 

Claims 31-48 Katz discloses a computer method and corresponding 
system for conducting fund transfer over at least one network by crediting and 
debiting utility accounts (abstract, and [Para 0061-0062]) comprising steps, 
receiving a request over a first network for a payment amount in the form of 
monetary units from an identifiable payer for an identifiable Payee, confirming 
said request and verifying payer's account identifier over a second network which 
is different from the first network, authorization data and payee's account 
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identifier, if said request is approved, crediting payee's utility account and 
debiting payer's utility account respectively with the said payment amount, 
whereby said utility account is one of a water, electricity, gas or data services 
account maintained by utility service provider and linked to at least one account 
identifier, whereby said payment is without using a credit card, netting the 
amount received against actual utility charges, and extending at least one utility 
provider's main processor for establishing sub-accounts for payer and payee 
[figures 1 and 2, and Para 0051-0072]. 

Katz discloses that the payer's and payee's utility accounts includes sub- 
accounts linked to said utility accounts respectively by account identifier [Para 
0119-0120]. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 31-48 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

7, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Hani Kazimi whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-6745. The examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 
8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax 
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phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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